SIR RICHARD GRENVILLE

by JAMES A. WILLIAMSON

SIR RICHARD GRENVILLE was a wealthy land-
owner of Cornwall and Devon, a servant of the State
in various civil and military employments, a projector of
empire-building undertakings, a Channel privateer in the
irregular warfare of the Counter-Reformation, the leader
of the first colonising expedition to Virginia, a planter of
English colonists in Ireland, and finally, in the last year
of his life, an officer of the Queen's Navy. In all these
activities until the Virginia voyage of 1585 he is for us a type
rather than an individual. He represents the careers of a
large number of Englishmen of his time, the alert, venture-
some, public-spirited gentry and merchants who formed the
backbone of Tudor England. Then in his later years we
begin to know more about him, and he is seen as an
individual of strongly marked character, making a deep
impression on friend and foe, and ending in a blaze of
valour that will never die as long as Englishmen sail the seas.
He was born about 1541-3, the son of Sir Roger Grenville,
who served Henry VIII in the wars and was drowned in
1545 when the Mary Rose foundered off Portsmouth as she
was sailing out to fight the French. Of the boyhood and
education of Richard Grenville nothing is known,1 The
ordinary course for a youth of his rank was attendance at the
grammar school until the age of fourteen or thereabouts, then
the University until seventeen, followed by two or three
years of reading law at the Inns of Court, and lastly a tour
of continental travel in the train of some ambassador or of
service under some great commander in the fashionable

1 There is at present no full biography of Grenville. The DidKm&j of
National Biography contains a brief outline, and many additional particulars OB
parts of the career are collected in " New Light on Sir Richard Grenville,"
by R. Pearse Chope, Transactions of the Dewnshbe AaodoAw^ 1917.
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